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MINNESOTA COURT STRUCTURE

SUPREME COURT A

7 justices sit en banc

CSP case types:

« Mandatory jurisdiction in criminal, administrative agency, disciplinary, certified
questions from federal court cases.

« Discretionary jurisdiction in civil, criminal, administrative agency, juvenile, original
proceeding cases.

COURT OF APPEALS A

16 judges sit en banc and in panels

CSP case types:

* Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, criminal, administrative agency, juvenile cases.
« Discretionary jurisdiction in civil, criminal, juvenile, original proceeding cases.

DISTRICT COURT (10 districts)

263 judges

CSP case types:

« Tort, contract, real property rights, small claims (conciliation division: $0/$7,500),
mental health, estate, miscellaneous civil.

* Domestic relations.

* Criminal.

« Traffic/other violation.

o Juvenile.

Jury trials except in small claims and non-extended juvenile jurisdiction cases.
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MISSISSIPPI COURT STRUCTURE, 2002

SUPREME COURT

9 justices sit in panels of 3 and en banc
CSP case types:

+ Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, capital criminal, criminal, administrative agency, juvenile,

disciplinary, original proceeding, interlocutory decision cases.

« Discretionary jurisdiction in certified questions from federal court cases.

ﬁ

COURT OF APPEALS (5 districts)

10 judges sit in panels and en banc

CSP case types:
* Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, noncapital criminal, administrative agency, juvenile,
original proceeding, interlocutory decision cases assigned by the Supreme Court.

* No discretionary jurisdiction.

A

CIRCUIT COURT (22 districts)
49 judges
CSP case types:

« Tort, contract, real property rights
+ Domestic relations.

Jury trials.

($200/no maximum), civil appeals.

+ Felony, misdemeanor, appeals, miscellaneous criminal.

45 chancellors
CSP case types:

+ Appeals on record.

Jury trials (limited).

CHANCERY COURT (20 districts)

+ Tort, contract, real property rights, estate, mental health, civil appeals.
+ Marriage dissolution, support/custody, paternity.
+ Hears juvenile if no county court.

* Misdemeanor.
* Juvenile.
+ Preliminary hearings.

EQUITY A

i_ COUNTY COURT (19 counties) |
24 judges
| CSP case types: l
| + Tort, contract, real property rights ($0/$75,000), civil | Ifno
| appeals. County
| + Adoption, paternity, miscellaneous domestic relations. Court

Jury trials (limited).

| 191 judges
CSP case types:

+ Misdemeanor.
+ Preliminary hearings.

Table of Contents

« Tort, contract, real property rights ($0/$2,500). :

* The Family Court was abolished July 1, 1999 and merged into County Court.
= — Indicates assignment of cases.

32 « Sate Court Caseload Satistics, 2003

_______ m
| 224 judges
CSP case types:
* Misdemeanor.
+ Traffic/other violation.
_______ _ I_Jury trials.
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MISSOURI COURT STRUCTURE, 2002

SUPREME COURT

7 justices sit en banc

CSP case types:

+ Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, capital criminal, criminal, and original proceeding cases.

+ Discretionary jurisdiction in civil, noncapital criminal, capital criminal, administrative
agency, juvenile, original proceeding cases.

COURT OF APPEALS (3 districts) A
32 judges sit in panels

CSP case types:

+ Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, noncapital criminal, capital criminal, administrative

agency, juvenile, original proceeding, and interlocutory decision cases.
+ No discretionary jurisdiction.

CIRCUIT COURT (45 circuits) A

134 circuit judges, 175 associate circuit judges, 15 family court commissioners, 1
drug commissioner, 4 probate and 3 deputy probate commissioners

CSP case types:

+ Exclusive civil jurisdiction (including civil appeals) ($0/no maximum; associate division:
$0/$25,000). Small claims jurisdiction ($3,000).

+ Exclusive domestic relations jurisdiction.

+ Exclusive criminal jurisdiction.

« Traffic/other violation jurisdiction.

+ Exclusive juvenile jurisdiction.

+ Preliminary hearings.

Jury trials in most cases.

MUNICIPAL COURT (473 courts)

361 municipal judges

CSP case types:
* Municipal traffic/ordinance violations.

No jury trials.
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MONTANA COURT STRUCTURE, 2002

SUPREME COURT

7 justices sit en banc and in panels

CSP case types:

+ Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, capital criminal, criminal, juvenile, disciplinary
cases.

« Discretionary jurisdiction in administrative agency, certified questions from federal
courts, original proceeding cases.

WATER COURT

(Court of Special Jurisdiction)

(4 divisions)

1 chief judge,4 water

judges, water masters

appointed as needed

CSP case types:

* Real property rights,
limited to adjudication of
existing water rights.

No jury trials.

DISTRICT COURT (56 counties) A

40

CSP case types:

judges

Tort, contract, real property rights ($50/no maximum).
Exclusive mental health, estate, civil appeals, miscella-
neous civil jurisdiction.

Exclusive domestic relations jurisdiction.

Misdemeanor. Exclusive felony, criminal appeals
jurisdiction.

Exclusive juvenile jurisdiction.

WORKERS’
COMPENSATION COURT
1judge

CSP case types:

+ Limited to workers’
compensation disputes.

No jury trials.

Jury trials.
1 i
- 1 I P
| JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURT | MUNICIPAL COURT (5 courts) |
(66 courts)
| | | 5 judges |
| 31 justices of the peace, 33 city court judges | | CSP case types: |
CSP case types: Tort, contract, real property rights ($0/$7,000),
| + Tort, contract, real property rights ($0/$7,000), | | small claims ($3,000). |
small claims ($3,000). Misdemeanor, DWI/DUI, domestic violence.
l + Misdemeanor, DWI/DUI, domestic violence. l l Moving traffic, parking, miscellaneous traffic. l
| * Moving traffic, parking, miscellaneous traffic. | | |
| + Preliminary hearings. | [ |
L Jury trials except in small claims. L Jury tials.

State Court Caseload Statistics, 2003

r CITY COURT (81 courts)

r————————

45 judges plus 33 JOP who also serve as city :

court judges

CSP case types: |

« Tort, contract, real property rights ($0/$7,000), |
small claims ($3,000).

* Misdemeanor, DWI/DUI, domestic violence. l

* Moving traffic, parking, miscellaneous traffic. |
Exclusive ordinance violation jurisdiction. |

* Preliminary hearings. |

Jury trials in some cases.

Table of Contents
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NEBRASKA COURT STRUCTURE, 2002

CSP case types:

+ Discretionary jur

SUPREME COURT

7 justices sit in panels and en banc

» Mandatory jurisdiction over civil, capital criminal, criminal, disciplinary, original proceeding cases.

isdiction over civil, criminal, and all other matters.

COURT OF APPEALS* A

6 judges sit in panels of 3

CSP case types:
» Mandatory jurisdiction over civil, criminal, administrative

agency, juvenile, disciplinary, original proceeding cases.

+ No discretionary jurisdiction.

DISTRICT COURT (12 districts)

54 judges

CSP case types:

« Tort, contract, real property rights, civil appeals,
miscellaneous civil. Exclusive mental health
jurisdiction.

+ Exclusive domestic relations (except adoption).

* Misdemeanor, DWI/DUI. Exclusive felony, criminal
appeals, miscellaneous criminal jurisdiction.

Jury trials except in appeals.

SEPARATE JUVENILE
COURT (3 counties)

10 judges

CSP case types:
+ Juvenile.

No jury trials.

COUNTY COURT (93 courts in 12 districts)

59 judges

CSP case types:

« Tort, contract, real property rights ($0/$15,000),
small claims ($2,100). Exclusive estate
jurisdiction.

* Exclusive adoption.

* Misdemeanor, DWI/DUI.

« Traffic/other violation.

« Juvenile.

* Preliminary hearings.

Jury trials except in juvenile and small claims.

Table of Contents

* The Nebraska Court of Appeals was established September 6, 1991.

WORKERS’ COMPENSA-

TION COURT (1 court)
7 judges
CSP case types:

+ Limited to workers’
compensation disputes.

No jury trials.
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NEVADA COURT STRUCTURE, 2002

SUPREME COURT

7 justices sit in panels and en banc

CSP case types:

+ Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, capital criminal, criminal, administrative agency,
juvenile, disciplinary, original proceeding, interlocutory decision cases.

+ No discretionary jurisdiction.

DISTRICT COURT (9 districts) A

56 judges

CSP case types:

+ Tort, contract, real property rights ($7,500/no maximum). Exclusive
mental health, estate, civil appeals, miscellaneous civil jurisdiction.

+ Exclusive domestic relations jurisdiction.

+ Felony, misdemeanor,* DWI/DUI. Exclusive criminal appeals, miscella-
neous
criminal jurisdiction.

+ Exclusive juvenile jurisdiction.

Jury trials in most cases.

JUSTICE COURT (55 towns) MUNICIPAL COURT (18 incorporated cities/towns)

68 justices of the peace (10 of these also serve as
Municipal Court Judges)

CSP case types:

« Tort, contract, real property rights ($0/$7,500), small
claims ($5,000).

+ Misdemeanor,* DWI/DULI.

* Moving traffic, parking, miscellaneous traffic.

+ Preliminary hearings.

Jury trials except in small claims and parking cases.

19 judges (plus 10 justices of the peace who also
serve as Municipal Court judges)

CSP case types:

« Tort, contract, real property rights ($0/$2,500).

* Misdemeanor.*

+ Exclusive ordinance violation jurisdiction.

No jury trials.

Table of Contents

* District Court hears gross misdemeanor cases; Justice & Municipal Courts hear misdemeanors with fines under $1,000 and/or
sentence of less than six months.
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NEW HAMPSHIRE COURT STRUCTURE, 2002

SUPREME COURT A

1 chief justice, 4 justices sit en banc
) CSP case types: Court of
+ No mandatory jurisdiction except for capital murder where death penalty is imposed. last resort
« Discretionary jurisdiction in civil, noncapital criminal, administrative agency, juvenile,
disciplinary, advisory opinions for the state executive and legislature, original
proceeding, interlocutory decision cases.

T

SUPERIOR COURT (10 counties; 11 courts) A
1 chief justice, 28 authorized associate justices; 10 full-time marital masters
Court of
CSP case types:
. . . - general
« Tort, contract, real property rights ($1,500/no maximum), miscellaneous civil. iurisdiction
« Exclusive marriage dissolution, paternity, support/custody jurisdiction. J
+ Exclusive felony, criminal appeals jurisdiction. Domestic violence.
Jury trials.
PROBATE COURT (10 counties)* DISTRICT COURT (37 courts)*
10 judges (5 full-time, 5 part-time) 20 authorized full-time judges (includes 1
CSP case types: administrative judge who also sits on the bench),
1+ Guardianships, trusts, wills, estates, 53 part-time judges Courts of
involuntary committments, and some equity limited
matters CSP case types: jurisdiction
+ Adoption, termination of parental rights. « Tort, contract, real property rights ($0/$25,000),
small claims ($5,000), miscellaneous civil.
No jury trials. . Misd.emeanorf DWI/DUI, domestic violence.
« Traffic/other violation.
+ Exclusive juvenile jurisdiction.
* Preliminary hearings.
Jury trials in three courts in two counties.

Table of Contents

* A Family Division Pilot Program was created by the Legislature in 1995 and operates in six district courts and two probate courts. The Family Division Pilot
Program includes domestic violence, juvenile, marital matters, termination of parental rights, adoptions, and guardianships over minors in two counties. The
municipal court merged with the District Court in May, 2000.
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NEW JERSEY COURT STRUCTURE, 2002

SUPREME COURT A

7 justices sit en banc

CSP case types:

+ Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, capital criminal, criminal, administrative agency, juvenile,
disciplinary, original proceeding cases.

« Discretionary jurisdiction in civil, noncapital criminal, administrative agency appeals,
juvenile, disciplinary, certified questions from federal courts, interlocutory decision
cases.

APPELLATE DIVISION OF SUPERIOR COURT A
34 judges sit in 8 panels (parts)
CSP case types:
+ Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, noncapital criminal, juvenile, administrative agency
cases.
« Discretionary jurisdiction in interlocutory decision cases.
A
SUPERIOR COURT: CIVIL, FAMILY, GENERAL EQUITY, AND CRIMINAL DIVISIONS
(15 vicinages in 21 counties)
415 judges (21 are surrogates that also serve as deputy superior court clerks)
CSP case types:
+ Exclusive civil jurisdiction ($0/no maximum; special civil part: $0/$15,000)
(uncontested estate cases are handled by the surrogates). Small claims
jurisdiction ($3,000).
* Exclusive domestic relations jurisdiction.
* Felony. Exclusive criminal appeals, miscellaneous criminal jurisdiction.
* Exclusive juvenile jurisdiction.
Jury trials in most cases.
'_ __________ _| *k
| MUNICIPAL COURT (544 courts, of which 12 | TAX COURT
| were multi-municipal) | 12judges
344 judges CSP case types:
| CSP case types: | + State/local tax matters.
| + Felony,* misdemeanor, DWI/DUI. |
| + Exclusive traffic/other violation jurisdiction. |
No jury trials. No jury trials.
- - _I

Table of Contents
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* Felony cases are handled on first appearance in the Municipal Courts and then are transferred through the county Prosecutor's office to the

Superior Court.

* Tax court is considered a limited jurisdiction court because of its specialized subject matter.

Nevertheless, it receives appeals from

administrative bodies and its cases are appealed to the intermediate appellate court. Tax court judges have the same general qualifications and

terms of service as superior court judges and can be cross assigned.

State Court Caseload Statistics, 2003
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NEW MEXICO COURT STRUCTURE,

SUPREME COURT A

5 justices sit in panels of 3

CSP case types:

+ Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, capital criminal, criminal, administrative agency,
disciplinary, original proceeding, interlocutory decision cases.

+ Discretionary jurisdiction in civil, noncapital criminal, administrative agency, juvenile,
certified questions from federal court cases.

A

COURT OF APPEALS A

10 judges sit in panels of 3

CSP case types:

» Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, noncapital criminal, administrative agency, juvenile
cases.

+ Discretionary jurisdiction in interlocutory decision cases.

I

DISTRICT COURT (13 districts)

72 judges

CSP case types:

« Tort, contract, real property rights, estate. Exclusive mental health, civil appeals,
miscellaneous civil jurisdiction.

* Exclusive domestic relations jurisdiction.

* Misdemeanor. Exclusive felony, criminal appeals jurisdiction.

+ Exclusive juvenile jurisdiction.

Jury trials.

A

2002

Court of
last resort

Intermediate
appellate
court

Court of
general
jurisdiction

MAGISTRATE COURT (54 courts/32 counties)

62 judges

CSP case types:
+ Tort, contract, real property rights ($0/

$10,000).

* Misdemeanor, DWI/DUI.
* Moving traffic, miscellaneous traffic.
+ Preliminary hearings.

Jury trials.

BERNALILLO COUNTY
METROPOLITAN COURT

16 judges
CSP case types:

$10,000).
« Misdemeanor, DWI/DUI.
« Traffic/other violation.
* Preliminary hearings.

Jury trials except in traffic.

« Tort, contract, real property rights ($0/

- T T /"

MUNICIPAL COURT (83 courts)

85 judges

CSP case types: |
« DWI/DUI, domestic violence.
+ Traffic/other violation. |

No jury trials.

I — 1 __

PROBATE COURT (33 counties)
33judges
CSP case types:

No jury trials.
L No jury trals

Table of Contents

I
| |
| + Estate. (Hears uncontested cases; |
| contested cases go to District Court.) |
| |
| |

Courts of
limited
jurisdiction
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NEW YORK COURT STRUCTURE, 2002*

COURTOFAPPEALS
7judges
CSPcasetypes:

+ Mandatoryjurisdictionin civil, capital criminal, criminal, administrative agency, juvenile, original proceeding cases.
+  Discretionary jurisdictionin civil, criminal, administrative agency, juvenile, disciplinary, original proceeding cases.

A

A

-

Courtof
lastresort

|

APPELLATE DIVISIONS OF SUPREME COURT A APPELLATE TERMS OF SUPREME COURT
(4 courts/divisions) (3terms/Lstand 2nd departments)
55justices sitin panelsin four departments 15]ustices sitin panelsin three terms )
CSP casetypes: CSPcasetypes: Inte;rﬂ]:ttilate
+ Mandatoryjurisdictionin civil, criminal, administrative agency, +  Mandatoryjurisdictionin civil, criminal, juvenile, interlocutory e
— N . P g —P . courts
juvenile, lawyer disciplinary, original proceeding, interlocutory decisioncases.
decisioncases. 3rd & 4th 1st& 2nd +  Discretionaryjurisdictionin criminal, juvenile, interlocutory
+ Discretionary jurisdictionin civil, criminal, juvenile, original departments | departments decision cases.
proceeding, interlocutory decision cases.
A [ | —
SUPREME COURT (12districts) A COUNTY COURT (57 counties outside NYC)
346 supreme courtjudges (plus 50 "acting" supreme courtjudges and 12 128 county courtjudges*
quasi-judicial staff) CSPcasetypes: Coutsaf
CSPcasetypes: +Tort, contract, real propertyrights ($0/$25,000), miscellaneous civ. ou aIO
+ Tort, contract, real property rights, miscellaneous civil. Trial courtappealsjurisdiction. gen Zr'ct'
+  Exclusive marriage dissolution|urisdiction. +  Felony, DWIIDUI, miscellaneous criminal, criminal appeals. Junsdiction
¢ Felony, DWI/DUI, miscellaneous criminal.
Jurytrials. Jurytrials.
[ | * B
COURT OF CLAIMS (Lcour) SURROGATES' COURT (62 counties)
Kk
72judges (ofwhich 50 actas supreme court S0sumogates
judges) CSPcasetypes:
+ Estate.
CSPcasetypes: . 3rd & 4th 1st & 2nd
I +  Adoption.
« Tort, contract, real property rightsinvolving the departments departments
state, Jurytrialsinestate.
Nojurytrials. -
DISTRICT COURT (Nassauand Suffolk counties)
FAMILY COURT (62counties—incudesNYC S0judges CITY COURT (19courtsiniLofes)
Family Court) CSPcasetypes: 158judges
126judges* (plus 81 quasi-udicial staff) « Tor, contract,lrgal pr_openynghts ($0/$15,000), smallclaims ,
($3,000), administrative agency appeals. CSPcasetypes:
CSPcasetypes: + Felony, misdemeanor, DWIIDUI. + Tort,contract, real property rights ($0/$15,000),
+ Guardianship. + Movingtraffic, miscellaneoustrafic, ordinance violation. smallclaims ($3,000).
+  Domesticrelations (except marriage L« Preliminary hearings. +  Felony, misdemeanor, DWI/DUI. Courtsof
dissolution). +  Movingtraffic, miscellaneoustraffic, ordinance limited
+  Exclusive domestic violence jurisdiction. violation. jurisdiction
. _Echqswe juvenile jurisdiction. Juytilsexceptintrafic. +  Preliminary hearings.
Nojury rials. + Jurytrials for highest level misdemeanor.

CIVILCOURTOF THECITY OFNEWYORK

(Lcourt)

120judges

CSP casetypes:

+ Tort, contract, real propertyrights ($0/$25,000),
smallclaims ($3,000), miscellaneous civil,
administrative agency appeals.

Jurytrials.

«  Misdemeanor, DWI/DUI.
+ Movingtraffic, ordinance violation, miscellaneous
traffic.

|
|
CSPcasetypes: |
I
|
+  Preliminary hearings. |

Jurytrials for highest level misdemeanor. L

1
CRIMINALCOURTOFTHECITY OFNEWYORK TOWNANDVILLAGE JUSTICECOURT
(Lcourt) (1,487 courts)
107judges 2,300justices
CSPcasetypes:

claims ($3,000).

+  Misdemeanor, DWI/DUI, miscellaneous criminal.

+  Trafficlother violation.
¢ Preliminary hearings.

Jurytrialsinmostcases.

|
|
|
+ Tort, contract, real propertyrights ($0/$3,000), small |
|
|
|

*Unless otherwise noted, numbers reflect statutory authorization. Many judges sitin more than one court sothe number of judgeships indicated in this chart does not reflect the actual number of
judgesinthe system. Fifty County Court judges also serve Surrogates' Courtand six County Courtjudges also serve Family Court...

* Sate Court Caseload Satistics, 2003
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NORTH CAROLINA COURT STRUCTURE, 2002

SUPREME COURT

7 justices sit en banc

CSP case types:

* Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, capital criminal, criminal, administrative agency,
juvenile, disciplinary, interlocutory decision cases.

« Discretionary jurisdiction in civil, criminal, administrative agency, juvenile, advisory
opinions for the executive and legislature, original proceeding, interlocutory decision
cases.

COURT OF APPEALS

15 judges sit in panels

CSP case types:

+ Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, noncapital criminal, administrative agency, juvenile,
disciplinary, original proceeding cases.

« Discretionary jurisdiction in civil, noncapital criminal, administrative agency, juvenile,
original proceeding, interlocutory decision cases.

SUPERIOR COURT
(46 districts for administrative purposes; 62 districts for elective purposes)

106 judges (includes 13 special judges) and 100 clerks with estate jurisdiction
CSP case types:
« Tort, contract, real property rights (over $10,000/no maximum),
miscellaneous civil cases. Exclusive estate, administrative agency appeals
jurisdiction.
* Felony, misdemeanor, criminal appeals jurisdiction.
Jury trials.

DISTRICT COURT (39 districts for administrative purposes; 40 districts for elective
purposes)

235 judges and 721 magistrates

CSP case types:

« Tort, contract, real property rights ($0/$10,000). Exclusive small claims
($4,000), mental health, miscellaneous civil jurisdiction.

« Exclusive domestic relations jurisdiction.

* Felony, misdemeanor, DWI/DUI jurisdiction.

« Traffic/other violation jurisdiction.

+ Exclusive juvenile jurisdiction.

 Preliminary hearings.

Jury trials in civil cases only.

Court of
last resort

Intermediate

«—— appellate

court

Court of
general
jurisdiction

Court of

Table of Contents

limited
jurisdiction
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* A temporary court of appeals was established July 1, 1987, to exercise appellate and original jurisdiction as delegated by the supreme

NORTH DAKOTA COURT STRUCTURE, 2002

SUPREME COURT*

5 justices sit en banc

CSP case types:

+ Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, capital criminal, criminal, administrative agency, juvenile,
disciplinary, original proceeding, interlocutory decision cases.

+ No discretionary jurisdiction.

DISTRICT COURT (7 judicial districts in 53 counties) A

42 judges, 7.5 judicial referees

CSP case types:

+ Exclusive tort, contract, real property rights, small claims ($5,000), estate,
appeals of administrative agency cases, mental health, miscellaneous civil
jurisdiction.

+ Exclusive domestic relations jurisdiction.

+ Exclusive felony, misdemeanor, miscellaneous criminal jurisdiction.

» Moving traffic, ordinance violation, parking, miscellaneous traffic.

+ Exclusive juvenile jurisdiction.

Jury trials in many cases.

No jury trials.
L

MUNICIPAL COURT (80 municipalities)

82 judges

CSP case types:

* DWI/DUL.

* Moving traffic, ordinance violation, parking, miscellaneous traffic.

Table of Contents

court. This court does not sit, has no assigned judges, and has heard no appeals. It is currently unfunded.

State Court Caseload Statistics, 2003
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OHIO COURT STRUCTURE, 2002

SUPREME COURT A

7 justices sit en banc

CSP case types: Court of

+ Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, capital criminal, criminal, administrative agency, juvenile, last resort

disciplinary, original proceeding cases.
+ Discretionary jurisdiction in civil, noncapital criminal, juvenile, original proceeding,
interlocutory decision cases.

COURTS OF APPEAL (12 courts) A

> 68 judges sit in panels of 3 members each A Intermediate
CSP case types: appellate
+ Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, criminal, administrative agency, juvenile, original court

—> proceeding, interlocutory decision cases.
+ No discretionary jurisdiction.

r----———-— """ — " — - - - 1 ]
| COURT OF COMMON PLEAS (88 courts) A |
| 376 judges |
CSP case types:
l « Tort, contract, real property rights ($500/no maximum), appeals of administrative l
| agency cases, miscellaneous civil. Exclusive mental health, estate jurisdiction. | Court of
| +  Exclusive domestic relations jurisdiction. | gepe(all
| + Felony, miscellaneous criminal. | jurisdiction
« Traffic/other violation (juvenile cases only).
| + Exclusive juvenile jurisdiction. |
| Jury trials in most cases. |
S | 1
I 1 r T T T T T T T T T m ]
| MUNICIPAL COURT (122 courts) | | COUNTY COURT (44 courts) |
| 205 judges | 52 judges |
| CSP case types: . | CSP case types: |
« Tort, contract, real property rights ($0/ + Tort, contract, real property rights ($0/
| $15,000), small claims ($2,000), miscella- | | $15,000), small claims ($2,000), miscella- |
neous civil. neous civil.
: * Felony, misdemeanor, DWI/DUI, criminal : : * Felony, misdemeanor, DWI/DUI, criminal :
appeals. appeals.
| « Traffic/other violation. | « Traffic/other violation, except for parking cases. |
L ) L . Courts of
I + Preliminary hearings. | * Preliminary hearings. | limited

L Juywals in most cases. | Juyvsinmostoases jusdicion

r——— — T -

COURT OF CLAIMS (1 court) | MAYORS COURT (~428 courts) |

Judges assigned by Supreme Court | ~428 mayors |
CSP case types: CSP case types:

* Miscellaneous civil (actions against the state; | « DWI/DUI. |

victims of crime cases). | « Traffic/other violation. |

Jury trials. !_ No jury trials. _!

Table of Contents
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OKLAHOMA COURT STRUCTURE, 2002

SUPREME COURT

9 justices sit en banc
CSP case types:

A COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS

CSP case types:

5 judges sit en banc

* Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, administrative agency,
juvenile, disciplinary, advisory opinion, original
proceeding, interlocutory decision cases.

« Discretionary jurisdiction in civil, administrative agency,
juvenile, interlocutory decision cases.

Mandatory jurisdiction in capital criminal, criminal,
juvenile, original proceeding cases.
Discretionary jurisdiction in interlocutory decision cases.

A A

v
COURT OF CIVIL APPEALS

12 judges sit in four permanent divisions of
3 members each

CSP case types:

« Mandatory jurisdiction in civil,
administrative agency, juvenile, original
proceeding, interlocutory decision cases
that are assigned by the supreme court.

* No discretionary jurisdiction.

A A

DISTRICT COURT (26 districts)

CSP case types:

jurisdiction ($3,000).

+ Exclusive juvenile jurisdiction.
Jury trials.

73 district, 77 associate district, and 78 special judges

+ Exclusive civil jurisdiction, except for concurrent
jurisdiction in appeals of administrative agency cases; small claims

+ Exclusive domestic relations jurisdiction.
» Exclusive criminal jurisdiction (including criminal appeals).
+ Moving traffic, miscellaneous traffic, ordinance violation.

COURT OF TAX REVIEW A |
(1 court)

3 district court judges serve l roxin
CSP case types: | time judges

* Appeals of administrative agency
cases.

No jury trials. L Jury trials.

44

MUNICIPAL COURT NOT
OF RECORD (340 courts)

Approximately 350 full-time and part-

CSP case types:
« Traffic/other violation.

- I |
MUNICIPAL CRIMINAL COURT OF
RECORD
(2 courts) |

CSP case types: |

(.
(.
| | 8 full-time and 14 part-time judges |
(.
| | « Traffic/other violation. |

L Jury trials.

Table of Contents

— — Indicates assignment of cases.

Note: Oklahoma has a workers' compensation court, which hears complaints that are handled exclusively by administrative

agencies in other states.
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Courts of
limited
jurisdiction

* Sate Court Caseload Satistics, 2003
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OREGON COURT STRUCTURE, 2002

SUPREME COURT

7 justices sit en banc

CSP case types: Court of
—» . Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, capital criminal, administrative agency, disciplinary, original proceeding last resort
cases.

+ Discretionary jurisdiction in civil, noncapital criminal, administrative agency, juvenile, disciplinary,
certified questions from federal courts, original proceeding cases.

COURT OF APPEALS A

10 judges sit in panels and en banc

CSP case types: gg:g:lzzlate
» Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, noncapital criminal, administrative agency, juvenile, original proceeding, court
interlocutory decision cases.
* No discretionary jurisdiction.
TAX COURT A CIRCUIT COURT* (27 judicial districts in 36 counties)
(1 cqurt with rggu_lar and 166 judges
magistrates divisions)
) ) CSP case types:
1 judge and 6 magis- + Exclusive tort, contract, real property rights ($751/no maximum),
trates small claims ($5,000), adoption, estate, civil appeals, mental Courts of
health. Exclusive miscellaneous civil jurisdiction. general
CSP case types: + Exclusive domestic relations (except adoption) jurisdiction. jurisdiction
. eals of administra- + Misdemeanor, . Exclusive felony, criminal appeals
Appeals of admini Misd DWI/DUL.  Exclusive felony, criminal appeal
tive agency cases. jurisdiction.
« Traffic/other violation.
No jury trials. * Juvenile.
Jury trials for most case types.
r— - - 1 r — - 1 r— — — 1 ]
| CounTY COuRT | | JUSTICE COURT | | MUNICIPAL COURT |
| (7 courts) || (30 courts/19 counties) || (135 courts) |
| 7 judges | | 30 justices of the peace | | 225 judges |
| CSP case types: | | CSP case types: | ] CSP case types: |
+ Mental health, estate. + Small claims * Misdemeanor, DWI/
| . Adoption. | | ($2,500). || DUL |
| + Juvenile. | | + Misdemeanor, Dwi | | « Trafficiother violation. | I(?O_l:”; of
imite
DULI. S
| | | « Moving traffic, || | jurisdiction
| | | parking, miscella- | | |
| | | neous traffic. | | |
| | | * Preliminary hearings. | | |
No jury trials. | Jury trials for some | | Jury trials for some |
l | case types. case types.
- S, J b - = — — |

Table of Contents

* Effective January 15, 1998, all District Courts were eliminated and District judges became Circuit judges.
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PENNSY

LVANIA COURT STRUCTURE, 2002

SUPREME COURT

7 justices sit en banc
CSP case types:

+ Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, capital criminal, criminal, administrative agency, juvenile, disciplinary, original proceeding,

interlocutory decision cases.

+ Discretionary jurisdiction in civil, noncapital criminal, administrative agency, juvenile, original proceeding, interlocutory decision

cases.

I

( I

COMMONWEALTH COURT

9 authorized judges sit in panels and en banc

CSP case types:

+ Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, noncapital criminal,
administrative agency, original proceeding,

interlocutory decision cases involving the common-

A SUPERIOR COURT

15 authorized judges sit in panels and en banc

CSP case types:

+ Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, noncapital criminal,
juvenile, original proceeding, interlocutory decision
cases.

wealth. « Discretionary jurisdiction in civil, noncapital criminal,
+ Discretionary jurisdiction in civil, administrative juvenile, original proceeding, interlocutory decision
agency, original proceeding, interlocutory decision cases.
cases involving the commonwealth.
COURT OF COMMON PLEAS (60 districts in 67 counties) A

409 judges
CSP case types:

civil appeals jurisdiction.
+ Domestic relations.
* Misdemeanor, DWI/DUI.
criminal jurisdiction.
+ Exclusive juvenile jurisdictio

Jury trials in most cases.

+ Tort, contract, real property rights, miscellaneous civil.

Estate, mental health,

Exclusive felony, criminal appeals, miscellaneous

n.

T

! I

PHILADELPHIA MUNICIPAL COURT
(Lst district)

25 judges
CSP case types:

+ Real property rights ($0/$10,000), miscellaneous

civil. Exclusive small claims jurisdiction
($10,000).

+ Felony, misdemeanor, DWI/DUI, domestic
violence.

+ Ordinance violation.

+ Preliminary hearings.

DISTRICT JUSTICE COURT (551 courts)

550 district justices

CSP case types:

« Tort, contract, real property rights ($0/$8,000).
+ Felony, misdemeanor, DWI/DUI.

+ Traffic/other violation.

+ Preliminary hearings.

No jury trials.
No jury trials. 1y
| r - T 1
PHILADELPHIA TRAFFIC COURT PITTSBURGH CITY MAGISTRATES
(1st district) (5th district)

7 judges
CSP case types:
* Moving traffic, parking, miscellaneous traffic.

No jury trials.

6 magistrates

|

I

| CSP case types:

| + Real property rights.

| Misdemeanor, DWI/DUI.
« Traffic/other violation.

: Preliminary hearings.

No jury trials.

Court of
last resort

Intermediate
appellate
courts

Court of
general
jurisdiction
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PUERTO RICO COURT STRUCTURE, 2002

SUPREME COURT
7 justices sit en banc
CSP case types:
R . Court of
* Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, administrative agency, disciplinary, original
i ) . ' last resort
proceeding cases. Review of the rulings by the Registrar of property.
+ Discretionary jurisdiction in civil, criminal, juvenile, certified questions from federal
courts, advisory opinion, interlocutory decision cases.
CIRCUIT COURT OF APPEALS*
33 judges sit in 3-judge panels
CSP case types: Intermediate
+ Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, criminal, and juvenile cases. appellate
+ Discretionary jurisdiction in original proceeding, administrative agency, and court
interlocutory decision cases.
y —
COURT OF FIRST INSTANCE**
328 judges
SUPERIOR DIVISION*** A MUNICIPAL DIVISION
233 judges 105 judges
Court of
CSP case types: CSP case types: _ general
« Tort, contract, real property rights ($0/ + Tort, contract, real property rights A
. T ! o jurisdiction
no maximum), estate, administrative ($0/$3,000), miscellaneous civil.
agency appea|5_ Small claims ($5,000).
« Domestic relations. * Miscellaneous criminal.
+ Exclusive felony jurisdiction. « Ordinance violation, miscellaneous
Misdemeanor, DWI/DUL. traffic.
« Juvenile jurisdiction.
* Preliminary hearings.
Jury trials in felony cases. No jury trials.

Table of Contents

*Created July 28, 1994; operational January 1, 1995.

**Created in 1994; operational in 1995.

***The Judicial Reform Act of 1994 established the abolition of the District Subsection. The District
Subsection was abolished in 2002, and its functions were transferred to the Superior Division.
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RHODE

ISLAND COURT STRUCTURE, 2002

SUPREME COURT

5 justices sit en banc
CSP case types:

cases.

Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, noncapital criminal, juvenile, disciplinary, advisory opinion, original proceeding

+ Discretionary jurisdiction in administrative agency appeals, interlocutory decision, original proceeding cases.

A

A

(4 divisions)

civil.

Jury trials.

SUPERIOR COURT

22 justices, 4 magistrates

CSP case types:
+ Tort, contract, real property rights ($5,000/no maximum), civil appeals, miscellaneous

+ Exclusive felony, criminal appeals jurisdiction.

WORKERS' COMPENSATION
COURT

10 judges

CSP case types:

+ Administrative agency
appeals (workers'
compensation).

No jury trials.

DISTRICT COURT (4 divisions)

13 judges, 2 magistrates

CSP case types:

+ Tort, contract, real property rights ($1,500/
$5,000-$10,000), appeals of administrative
agency cases. Exclusive small claims
($1,500), mental health jurisdiction.

* Misdemeanor, DWI/DUI.

+ Ordinance violation. Exclusive moving traffic
jurisdiction for those cases not handled
administratively.

+ Preliminary hearings.

No jury trials.

FAMILY COURT (4 divisions)
12 justices, 7 magistrates
CSP case types:

Exclusive domestic relations
jurisdiction.

.

Jury trials.

Exclusive juvenile jurisdiction.

TRAFFIC TRIBUNAL*

4 judges, 3 magistrates

CSP case types:
+ Traffic/other violation.

No jury trials.

48

I

MUNICIPAL COURT (16 courts)

21 judges, 2 magistrates

CSP case types:
+ Ordinance violation.
parking jurisdiction.

Exclusive

S

No jury trials.

Table of Contents

* This court was formerly known as the Rhode Island Administrative Adjudication Court.

State Court Caseload Statistics, 2003

I

PROBATE COURT (39 cities/towns)
39 judges

CSP case types:
+ Exclusive estate jurisdiction.

No jury trials.
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SOUTH CAROLINA COURT STRUCTURE, 2002
SUPREME COURT
5 justices sit en banc
CSP case types: Coutt of
> . Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, capital criminal, criminal, juvenile, disciplinary, certified questions from < | 0? 0 it
federal courts, original proceeding, interlocutory decision cases. ast reso
+ Discretionary jurisdiction in civil, noncapital criminal, administrative agency, juvenile, original
proceeding, interlocutory decision cases.
T A -
I
I
A 4
COURT OF APPEALS
9 judges sit in panels and en banc )
CSP case types: Intermediate
> R R s I . . appellate
+ Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, noncapital criminal, administrative agency, juvenile, original proceeding court
cases assigned by the Supreme Court.
+ No discretionary jurisdiction.
CIRCUIT COURT (16 circuits, 46 counties) A
48 judges and 22 masters-in-equity
Court of
CSP case types: general
« Tort, contract, real property rights, miscellaneous civil. Exclusive civil appeals jurisdiction. I jurisdiction
* Misdemeanor (over 30 days), DWI/DUI (2nd offense or greater). Exclusive felony, criminal
appeals, miscellaneous criminal jurisdiction.
Jury trials except in appeals.
A
r— — — - L ]
FAMILY COURT (16 circuits, 46 counties) | MAGISTRATE COURT (286 courts, 46 counties) |
57 judges 300 magistrates |
CSP case types: | CSP case types: |
+ Exclusive domestic relations jurisdiction. « Tort, contract, real property rights ($0/$7,500).
+ Traffic/other violation (juvenile cases only). | Small claims ($7,500). |
+ Juvenile. | + Misdemeanor, DWI/DUI (up to 30 days and/or |
$500).
| « Traffic/other violation. |
No jury trials. * Preliminary hearings. |
Loy trigls. N Courts of
limited
r—-—————-———— — A r—-—————— 1 jurisdiction
| PROBATE COURT (46 courts, 46 counties) | | MUNICIPAL COURT (~200 courts) |
| 46 judges | | ~300 judges |
| CSP case types: |__| CSP case types: |
+ Exclusive mental health, estate jurisdiction. * Misdemeanor, DWI/DUI (up to 30 days and/or
| | | $500). |
| | | « Traffic/other violation. |
| | | * Preliminary hearings. |
No jury trials. Jury trials.
L _J_ry _________ | L _y __________ -

Indicates assignment of cases.

Table of Contents
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SOUTH DAKOTA COURT STRUCTURE,

SUPREME COURT

5 justices sit en banc

CSP case types:

+ Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, capital criminal, criminal, administrative agency, juvenile,
disciplinary, original proceeding cases.

« Discretionary jurisdiction in advisory opinions for the state executive, interlocutory
decision, original proceeding cases.

A

CIRCUIT COURT (7 circuits) A
38 judges

CSP case types:

+ Exclusive civil jurisdiction (including civil appeals). Small claims jurisdiction
($8,000).

* Exclusive domestic relations jurisdiction.

* Exclusive criminal jurisdiction (including criminal appeals).

+ Exclusive traffic/other violation jurisdiction (except for uncontested parking, which is
handled administratively).

« Exclusive juvenile jurisdiction.

* Preliminary hearings.

Jury trials except in small claims.

2002

State Court Caseload Statistics, 2003
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TENNESSEE COURT STRUCTURE, 2002

SUPREME

COURT

5 justices sit en banc

CSP case types:

« Discretionary jurisdiction in civil, criminal, noncapital criminal, juvenile, original proceeding,
interlocutory decision cases.

?

f

COURT OF APPEALS (3 divisions) A COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS (3 divisions)
12 judges sit in panels 12 judges sit in panels
CSP case types: CSP case types:
» Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, administrative agency, * Mandatory jurisdiction in capital criminal, criminal,
juvenile cases. juvenile, original proceeding cases.
+ Discretionary jurisdiction in interlocutory decision + Discretionary jurisdiction in interlocutory decision
cases. cases.
JUDICIAL DISTRICTS (31 districts)
CIRCUIT COURT* A PROBATE COURT* CHANCERY COURT A | CRIMINAL COURT
(95 counties) (1 court) .
_ 33 chancellors 31judges
85 judges 2judges CSP case types: CSP case types:
CSP case types: CSP case types: «+ Tort, contract, real +  Criminal (including
+ Tort, contract, real + Estate. property rights ($50/no criminal appeals).
property rights ($50/no + Administrative agency maximum) (except small
maximum), small claims, appeals. claims).
civil appeals, estates. « Domestic relations.
+ Domestic relations.
* Criminal.
* Moving traffic,
miscellaneous traffic. No jury trials. Jury trials. Jury trials.
Jury trials

L

-
JUVENILE COURT (98 courts)

I
17 judges (plus 95 General Sessions judges with |
juvenile jurisdiction) |
CSP case types:
Mental health. |
. Support/custody paternity, miscellaneous |
domestic relations. |
o Juvenile. |

No jury trials.

MUNICIPAL COURT
170 judges

(~300 courts)

* Misdemeanor, DWI/DUI.
« Traffic/other violation.

I
I
| CSP case types:
I
| * Preliminary hearings.

=
GENERAL SESSIONS COURT (93 counties; 2 additional counties have a trial

justice court)

154 general sessions judges (shared with Juvenile Court)

CSP case types:

+ Tort, contract, real property rights ($0/varies), mental health, estate

(probate) cases.

* Marriage dissolution, support/custody.

* Misdemeanor, DWI/DUL.
+ Traffic/other violation.
+ Juvenile.

I
I
|
|
|
| $25,000).
|
|
: + Preliminary hearings.

I
I
I
I
Exclusive small claims jurisdiction ($0/$15,000- |
I
I
I
I
I

* Effective September 1, 1998 Davidson County Probate Court became a Circuit Court with Probate jurisdiction.

- 1
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TEXAS COURT STRUCTURE, 2002

* Some municipal and justice of the peace courts may appeal to the district court.

State Court Caseload Statistics, 2003

SUPREME COURT COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS
9 justices sit en banc 9 judges sit en banc
CSP case types: CSP case types: Courts of
+ Mandatory jurisdiction in civil cases. + Mandatory jurisdiction in capital criminal, criminal, last resort
« Discretionary jurisdiction in civil, administrative original proceeding cases.
agency, juvenile, certified questions from federal « Discretionary jurisdiction in noncapital criminal,
courts, original proceeding cases. original proceeding cases and certified questions
from federal court.
f f 3
COURTS OF APPEALS (14 courts)
80 justices sit in panels Intermediate
—» CSP case types: appellate
» Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, noncapital criminal, administrative agency, juvenile, original court
proceeding, interlocutory decision cases.
* No discretionary jurisdiction.
DISTRICT COURTS (418 courts) 418 judges
DISTRICT COURT (408 courts) A CRIMINAL DISTRICT COURT
408 judges (10 courts)
CSP case types: 10 judges
« Tort, contract, real property rights ($200/no CSP case types: Court of
maxim_um), estate, mliscellaneous civil. « Felony, misdemeanor, DWI/DUI, miscella- general
Exclusive administrative agency appeals neous criminal cases. jurisdiction
jurisdiction.
+ Domestic relations.
+ Felony, misdemeanor, DWI/DUI,
miscellaneous criminal.
« Juvenile. '
) Jury trials.
Jury trials.
4"7COUNTY-LEVEL COURTS (472 courts) 472 judges
| CONSTITUTIONAL COUNTY COURT | PROBATE COURT COUNTY COURT AT LAW a)Z_COlE)_|
(254 COUftS) (16 COUF[S) 202 judges
| 254 judges 16 judges CSP case types: |
| CSP case types: CSP case types: « Tort, contract, real property rights |
| + Tort, contract, real property rights « Estate. ($200/varies), estate, mental health, |
| ($200/$5,000), estate, mental health, « Mental health. civil trial court appeals, miscellaneous |
civil trial court appeals, miscellaneous civil.
| civil. * Misdemeanor, DWI/DUI, criminal |
| + Domestic relations. appeals. |
I * Misdemeanor, DWI/DUI, criminal * Moving traffic, miscellaneous traffic. |
appeals. « Juvenile. Courts of
| + Moving traffic, miscellaneous traffic. Jurv tial ) | limited
| Juvenile. ury . Jury trials. | jurisdiction
L Jury tigls. _ o _ _ ! 000000000\ _|
T ONGIPAL COURT @77 oo T TIUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURT: (@34 coury)
| MUNICIPAL COURT* (877 courts) | (834 courts) |
1,310 judges | 834 judges
CSP case types: CSP case types: |
+ Misdemeanor. | « Tort, contract, real property rights ($0/$5,000), small —
+ Moving traffic, parking, miscellaneous traffic. Exclusive | cle.aims ($5,000), mental health. |
ordinance violation jurisdiction. | * Misdemeanor.
+ Preliminary hearings. + Moving traffic, parking, miscellaneous traffic. |
. | * Preliminary hearings. |
Jury trials. E

Table of Contents
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UTAH COURT STRUCTURE, 2002

SUPREME COURT

5 justices sit en banc
CSP case types:

+ Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, capital criminal, criminal, administrative agency, juvenile,
disciplinary, original proceeding cases.
+ Discretionary jurisdiction in interlocutory decision cases.

T A

COURT OF APPEALS

7 justices sit in panels of 3
CSP case types:

* Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, criminal, administrative agency, juvenile, original proceeding

cases.

« Discretionary jurisdiction in interlocutory decision cases.

A

DISTRICT COURT (40 courts) (8 districts in 29 counties) A

70 judges (plus 7 domestic court commissioners)

CSP case types:

« Tort, contract, real property rights, small claims ($5,000). Exclusive
estate, mental health, miscellaneous civil, civil appeals jurisdiction.

« Exclusive domestic relations jurisdiction.

+ Felony, misdemeanor. Exclusive criminal appeals jurisdiction.

« Traffic/other violation.

Jury trials in most case types.

JUVENILE COURT (20 courts)
25 judges and 1 commissioner

CSP case types:
« Exclusive juvenile jurisdiction.

No jury trials.

r .ﬂsTI_CE_COEQT_(lBQ courts)

: 120 judges

CSP case types:

| « Tort, contract ($0/$5,000), small claims ($5,000).
| + Misdemeanor, DWI/DUI.
| « Traffic/other violation.

|  Preliminary hearings.

|

Jury trials in some case types.

Table of Contents
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VERMONT COURT STRUCTURE, 2002

SUPREME COURT

5 justices sit en banc
CSP case types:

+ Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, criminal, administrative agency, juvenile, original proceeding,
interlocutory decision cases.
+ Discretionary jurisdiction in interlocutory decision cases.

A A

A

FAMILY COURT
(14 counties)

Judges assigned from the
14 superior and 20 district
judges, 15 magistrates

CSP case types:

.

No jury trials.

Mental health.

Paternity, interstate support,
marriage dissolution, support/
custody, miscellaneous
domestic relations.

Domestic violence.
Exclusive juvenile
jurisdiction.

—

ENVIRONMENTAL COURT
(1 court, Montpelier)

1 judge

CSP case types:

.

No jury trials.

Administrative agency appeals.

54

* Renamed VERMONT JUDICIAL BUREAU as of 7/1/98, this court was formerly known as the Vermont Traffic and Municipal Ordinance Bureau.

Note: An additional 28 assistant judges participate in findings of fact in Superior and Family Court cases. Some assistant judges, after
special training, may hear small claims cases and traffic complaints, conduct criminal arraignments, and decide child support,

SUPERIOR COURT A
(14 counties)

14 judges

CSP case types:

* Exclusive tort, contract, real
property rights ($0/no maximum),
small claims ($3,500), civil appeals
jurisdiction. Miscellaneous civil.

Jury trials.

DISTRICT COURT
(14 counties)

20 judges

CSP case types:

+ Exclusive felony, misdemeanor,
DWI/DUI jurisdiction.

* Moving traffic, miscellaneous traffic,
ordinance violation jurisdiction.

Jury trials.

PROBATE COURT (18 districts)

18 judges (part-time)

CSP case types:

« Mental health, miscellaneous civil.
Exclusive estate jurisdiction.

+ Miscellaneous domestic relations.
Exclusive adoption.

No jury trials.

VERMONT JUDICIAL BUREAU*

4 hearing officers

CSP case types:
» Moving traffic, ordinance violation,
parking, miscellaneous traffic.

No jury trials.

Table of Contents

Court of
last resort

Courts of
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jurisdiction

Courts of
limited
jurisdiction

parentage, and uncontested divorce proceedings. These assistant judges (who need not be attorneys) are elected to four-year terms
by voters in Vermont's 14 counties.

State Court Caseload Statistics, 2003
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VIRGINIA COURT STRUCTURE, 2002

SUPREME COURT A
7 justices sit en banc and in panels
Court of
p{ CSP case types: last resort
+ Mandatory jurisdiction in capital criminal, criminal, administrative agency, disciplinary cases.
« Discretionary jurisdiction in civil, noncapital criminal, administrative agency, juvenile,
disciplinary, original proceeding, interlocutory decision cases.
COURT OF APPEALS A
11 judges sit en banc and in panels Intermediate
CSP case types: appellate
* Mandatory jurisdiction in some civil, some administrative agency, some original proceeding court
cases.
« Discretionary jurisdiction in noncapital criminal cases.
CIRCUIT COURT (31 circuits, 120 courts) A
150 judges
CSP case types:
+ Tort, contract, real property rights ($4,500/no maximum), mental health, administrative Court of
agency appeals, miscellaneous civil,civil appeals from trial courts, estate jurisdiction. lger]erlall
« Domestic relations. jurisdiction
* Felony, misdemeanor, criminal appeals.
« Ordinance violation.
Jury trials.
DISTRICT COURT (190 general district, juvenile, and domestic relations courts)*
124 FTE general district and 110 FTE juvenile and domestic relations judges
CSP case types:
«+ Tort, contract, real property rights ($0/$15,000), mental health, small claims in Fairfax Court of
County. _ _ o limited
« Support/custody, interstate support, miscellaneous domestic relations. jurisdiction
+ Felony, misdemeanor, domestic violence. Exclusive DWI/DUI jurisdiction.
« Ordinance violation. Exclusive moving traffic, parking, miscellaneous traffic jurisdiction.
« Exclusive juvenile jurisdiction.
* Preliminary hearings.
No jury trials. —

Table of Contents

* The district court is referred to as the juvenile and domestic relations court when hearing juvenile and domestic
relations cases and as the general district court for the balance of the cases.
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WASHINGTON COURT STRUCTURE,

2002

SUPREME COURT

9 justices sit en banc and in panels
CSP case types:

> . Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, capital criminal, criminal, administrative agency, juvenile,

certified questions from federal court cases.
« Discretionary jurisdiction in civil, noncapital criminal, administrative agency, juvenile,
disciplinary, original proceeding, interlocutory decision cases.

A

COURT OF APPEALS (3 courts/divisions)

22 judges sit in panels

CSP case types:

* Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, noncapital criminal, administrative agency, juvenile, original
proceeding cases.

« Discretionary jurisdiction in administrative agency, interlocutory decision cases.

SUPERIOR COURT (31 districts in 39 counties) A
175 judges

CSP case types:
+ Tort, contract ($0/no maximum). Exclusive real property rights ($0/no maximum),

|

MUNICIPAL COURT (121 courts)
104 judges
CSP case types:

.

Jury trials except in infractions and parking.

State Court Caseload Statistics, 2003

estate, mental health, civil appeals, miscellaneous civil jurisdiction.
+ Exclusive domestic relations jurisdiction.
+ Exclusive felony, criminal appeals jurisdiction.
+ Exclusive juvenile jurisdiction.

39 counties)
113 judges

Misdemeanor, DWI/DUI, domestic violence. CSP case types:
Moving traffic, parking, miscellaneous traffic,

I

I

I

I
ordinance violation. | claims jurisdiction ($4,000).

I

I

I

I

violations.
* Preliminary hearings.

Jury trials except in traffic and parking.

Table of Contents

* District court provides services to municipalities that do not have a municipal court.

-
DISTRICT COURT* (49 courts in 60 locations for

« Tort, contract ($0/$50,000). Exclusive small

* Misdemeanor, DWI/DUI, domestic violence.
* Moving traffic, parking, miscellaneous (nontraffic)
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WEST VIRGINIA COURT STRUCTURE, 2002

SUPREME COURT OF APPEALS A

5 justices sit en banc

CSP case types: Court of

+ No mandatory jurisdiction. last resort

« Discretionary jurisdiction in civil, noncapital criminal, administrative agency, juvenile,
disciplinary, certified questions from federal courts, original proceeding, interlocutory decision
cases.

CIRCUIT COURT (55 courts, 31 circuits) A

65 judges

CSP case types:

+ Tort, contract, real property rights ($300/no maximum). Exclusive mental health, estate, Court of
civil appeals jurisdiction. general

+ Domestic relations. jurisdiction

+ Misdemeanor, DWI/DUI. Exclusive felony, criminal appeals jurisdiction.

+ Exclusive juvenile jurisdiction.

Jury trials.

A

MAGISTRATE COURT (55 counties) r MUNICIPAL COURT (122 courts) !
158 magistrates 122 judges (part-time)
CSP case types: CSP case types:
+ Tort, contract, real property rights ($0/ « DWI/DUL.
$5,000).

* Misdemeanor, DWI/DUI, domestic violence.
* Moving traffic, miscellaneous traffic.
* Preliminary hearings.

* Moving traffic, miscellaneous traffic. Exclusive |
parking, ordinance violation jurisdiction. |

Jury trials. Jury trials.

S S _I Courts of
limited
jurisdiction

FAMILY COURT* (26 circuits)
35 judges

CSP case types:
« Domestic relations.
« Domestic violence.

Jury trials.

Table of Contents

*The Family Court was created in 2002.
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WISCONSIN COURT STRUCTURE, 2002

SUPREME COURT

7 justices sit en banc

CSP case types:

+ No mandatory jurisdiction.

« Discretionary jurisdiction in civil, criminal, administrative agency, disciplinary, certified
questions from federal courts, original proceeding, juvenile cases.

Court of
last resort

COURT OF APPEALS (4 districts)

16 judges (two 4-judge districts, one 3-judge district, one 5-judge district .
Judges ( g e g ) Intermediate

CSP case types: appellate

+ Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, criminal, administrative agency, juvenile cases. court

« Discretionary jurisdiction in interlocutory decision cases.

CIRCUIT COURT (69 circuits/72 counties) A

241 judges

CSP case types:

+ Exclusive civil jurisdiction (including civil appeals). Small claims jurisdiction ($5,000).

+ Exclusive domestic relations jurisdiction. Court of

+ DWI/DUI. Exclusive felony, misdemeanor jurisdiction. general

+ Contested moving traffic, parking, miscellaneous traffic. Ordinance violations if no municipal jurisdiction
court.

+ Exclusive juvenile jurisdiction.

Jury trials in most cases.

'_MUNICIPAL COURT (224 courts) |
226 judges |
CSP case types: |

Court of
limited
jurisdiction

+ DWI/IDUI (first offense).
« Traffic/other violation.

| No jury trials.

Table of Contents
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WYOMING COURT STRUCTURE, 2002

SUPREME COURT

5 justices sit en banc
CSP case types:

disciplinary, certified questions from federal courts, original proceeding cases.
« Discretionary jurisdiction in extraordinary writs (writs of review).

+ Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, capital criminal, criminal, administrative agency, juvenile,

DISTRICT COURT (9 districts)

17 judges
CSP case types:

from county court or justice of the peace court]).
appeals, miscellaneous civil jurisdiction.
+ Exclusive domestic relations jurisdiction.
+ Exclusive felony, criminal appeals jurisdiction.
+ Exclusive juvenile jurisdiction.

Jury trials.

+ Tort, contract, real property rights ($1,000-$7,000/no maximum [depends on whether appeal is

Exclusive mental health, estate, civil

A

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURT
| (7 courts in 7 counties)

| 7 justices of the peace (part-time)

| CSP case types:

+ Tort, contract, real property rights
($0/$3,000), small claims ($3,000).

* Misdemeanor, DWI/DUI.

Moving traffic, parking, miscellaneous traffic/

other violation.

+ Preliminary hearings.

| Jury trials except in small claims.

-
MUNICIPAL COURT (79 courts)

CSP case types:

| 2 judges (full-time), 73 judges (part-time)

« DWI/DUL.
* Moving traffic, parking, miscellaneous traffic.

Exclusive ordinance violation jurisdiction.

Jury trials.

CIRCUIT COURT* (16 courts in 9 circuits)
22 judges
CSP case types:

+ Tort, contract, real property rights ($0/$7,000), small claims ($3,000).
* Misdemeanor, DWI/DUI, domestic violence.

+ Moving traffic, parking, miscellaneous traffic violation.

+ Preliminary hearings.

Jury trials except in small claims.
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